KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1950-07-14 5-59 LPK to JWCF.docx

: : . Bethesda, July 14, 1950
Dear Fop and Putty,

I suppose Sigmund Freud would have sald I was demone.
strating an unconscicus desire to &scdpe into the gast because
I almost wrote "1590" instead of 1950, well, T.3., &lliot or no
T.5.E1lict, I still think there are advantages to the present
as well as disadvantages. rE s ;

' in wy last letter I forgot to tell you about the great
@lorious Fifth in the Venezuelan Embsssy. Last year Sr. Focaterra
elected to have a white tie reception, to the chagrin of all and
sundry, but this year he must have perceived the srror of his
ways, for it was Ilnformal though splendid. & thousand pecple,
more or less. Well, a good deal less, actualiy, bub certainly
thousands of bottles of champagsme, thousands of orchlds, thous-
ands of yards of gold breid. They have acquired a soc izl secrew
tary, who mede the berrible error of completely forgetting to
invite Baln Davis, the venezuelan desk off icer and thereiore one
of the people who should be very high indeed on their 1list. They
did the same thing last year, and had I been Bzin I should have
‘regretted a previous invitation on both occasions. “oth this
year and last they rushed over at the last moment on the very
day of the affalr with abject apoleogles and an ‘invitation. Bah.
The more we see of the Venezuelans, the more we appreciste the
gsavolr faire of the other embsssies. Well anyway, it was a srand=
iose aifapk Ideed and though the Ambassador himself retired from
the fray very early in the evening, his charming French- Canadian
wife held the fort until most of the beseigers had retired to
prearranged positions, and she was on hand to ray good night to
all the guests., I have been brooding about one incident a &£004
desl since that evening, because I think maybe 1 menaged to fool
the Ambagsador of Yosta Rica into thinking 1 was a fellow labine
American- all unwittingly. It was this way; Sr. Moscoso of the
Eguadoran *mbassy introduced me to him in “panish, and then de-
parted. Th s Yosta Rican Ambasssdor, whom I had never met vefore,
talked a good-deal and 1 talked very little, except to haul out
that old chestnut I use so gratefully every time i can't think
what else to talk about with one of them, i.e, that Laurence was
born in Vemezuels, ia a Venezuelan by thelr laws, and thsi there=
fore we are planning to make himy president of Venezuela. "anh yes,
let him live down tiere, where the sun is warm, the art of.11fe 1is
cultivated, etc. ete." said the Ambassador, and he rembled on to
‘the general effect that 1ife in the United States 16 inbolerable
to high spirited chzacters like him and me. At the time it daldn't
occur to me that he might not have realized 1 was Amsriean, but
since then 1 have come to half-beleive he wouldn't have spoken
80 8lightingly of the dear old americen Way of Life had he Xknown
whou he was addressing. As 1 mentionedg L managed to get so few
words in edgeways it's possible I didn't have an opportunity to
make any mistakes in grammar or pronuncition, snd thus innocently
foxed him. All is forgiven to the Ambassador of Costa Rica, how=
ever, 1f it's true he mistook me for e latina. It always makes me
feel sc clever, even as I reslize it's only becauce I haven't

said much. - -

Since that party we have been to none at.all, noxr had

any ourselves,. Jim Lobenstine came to suprer one evening, as did
Betsey and Voit's Daddy (the family-is away) on ancther evening,
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but beyond that there has been a complete stoppege in our soclal
whirl, &nd our sitter expenses, I'm happy to add. We have been
spending unusually happy domestic¢ evenings, though. Willilam
bought me & copy cof Eleanor of Agultgimeand the four Kings, and
after the flirst few payes I realized it was too wonderful to read
all by myself, so efter Laurence ls. put to bed in the evenings

we s8lt down to a delightful medievel feast. e reads while I
“sew, with the result that I8ve done up the hems of two dresses
and put five patches on three pairs of blue jeans. we figure we
have thus pald Bor the cost of the book, countihng each hem at

two dollars commerclally, and each pair of blue jeans at about
the same, new. Also we have been deliciously, wondrously enters-
talned., We both have a gluttonous hunger for wedlevel history,
and as the New Yorker's revieuer said of this book, it wmskes

any historical novel seem like pap. It was written by a former
Wellesley English professor named &my Kelly, and I&m grateful

to the dea? woman. It's the kind of book I like to read as slowly
ag possible so I won't finish itx any sooner than I can help.

. Lauvrence had a spot of hoarseness, and cne day complained
of emrache, but happily he seems tc have rocovered irom bothx
afflictions, Yesterday at table he was smiling to h mself, and
we asked what he was thinking about. "I'm thinking of two ex-
lting things, one in front of me and one in back of me." VWe asked
what the two things were, and he said "The one in back of me is
when 1 rode on the cow-catcher of the swi.ch enjilne In Newark
Ohio, and the one in front of me is Putiy and Abuellito's house

in Long Island,” 1 was surprised he didn't say "seeing New York",
because I know how exited he i1s about that, but-as you ses, he -
appears to be equally exited about you and the beach,

I copled out Abuellito's instrustion resarding the route
from New York, and the boy was overjoyed to hear about the
double decker buses and the tunnel we may go through. There is
Just one thing that is bothering me: do you think you could stand

o have us arrive a.day earlier? For one thing, 1'd like to
egcape that weekend traffic out to Long Island, for another I
know Leurence will be terribly anxious to arrive both in New
York and in your house. “ince money restrictions will kesp us
from going te New York from Flealugbton any sooner than the
day before we are due at your place, I have the fseling Laursnce
will Dbe restive al Grandzamaa's 1f we stay there longer than he
feels is an absoluteXy minimum. For a third thing, 1 should like
to get there sooner so we can get back nome sooner go Willlaam
can o back to work. That gounds like a slave driver, I'm afraid,
but. it's this way, jJjudze; the new head of the South smerican
gset up, Fletcher warren, will be arrivingzg during the lautter part
of wWilliam's vacation. I'd like william to be back as soon &s
possible to meet him and be In-at the beglnning, as 1t were.
wWilliam would like to make "a good impression on his mind" by
being au corrent with events. I supposze the children will. be
leaving with John on Sunday the 30th of July. Will Putty have
time %o rewover her "strenth” between Monday and *hursday? and
while I'm on the subject, would you tell me how we might con=
tact you quickly Byom New York or plemington should there we
some unavoidable laste-minute change in our plans? I take 1t
you have no telephone, since you.didn't mention one. If you do
have a telephone, would you please write me the number, to add

to my data. Love,
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